WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

command, I should punish his conduct with the greatest
severity.

This organisation was extremely defective and un-
fortunately it could not be otherwise, since it was not
possible, with an unselected personnel, to create any useful
kind of intelligence service, especially within a few
months and during a campaign. The wide range of
powers which the Minister deputed to the people in this
organisation constituted a real danger, whilst its effective-
ness was very erratic.

As for the S.I.E.P., I can only say that it was a complete
failure. During the whole time I was in command of the
Central Army, I never received a single report of any
value. This organisation, created by the advice of the
"friendly advisers/5 was in direct relationship with
the Informations Section of the Central General Staff,
the commander of which was a militant member of the
Communist Party. The result was a weapon as expensive
as it was useless. It brought no benefit to the Republic,
but on the other hand the Communist Party must
have been extremely pleased with its activities, since it
had plenty of motor-cars which gave splendid service,
and could take advantage of its freedom of movement
to make the work of propaganda in the trenches, by
press and pamphlets, much easier, as well as distributing
these things rapidly among the soldiers in the front
lines.